September 2008 Newsletter

Count Down – 6 Months to go

Saigon Reunion 2009

No, I didn’t kick the bucket. I had to take a sabbatical to repair a home I have in Virginia. I apologize for not updating the site and Newsletter as promised, but I had sparse network connections and little time to devote to it. But I am Baaaaaak!!!
Ok … we are six months away from Saigon and need to get down and dirty making plans and confirming schedules. First, please visit previous Newsletter count-downs on the website www.saigonkids.com for information that is not repeated here as either reference (Passport, airlines, etc.) or if you are new to getting serious about going in March of 2009. In this count-down, I will focus more on who is planning to go and who is confirmed along with an itinerary spreadsheet for those already committed to going (meaning they have purchased their tickets and have an itinerary). So far, as you will note in the Itinerary spreadsheet, Frank Stoddard and son, and yours-truly have non-refundable tickets and committed. I am attending the Brent Kids (www.brentkids.com) reunion in Baguio, PI first and will be leaving the States on the 1st of March for that Reunion (6-8 of March) before arriving in Saigon on the 9th. Frank will be visiting several in-country haunts before getting to Saigon for the Reunion (March 11th – 18th with travel windows). I am hoping that the Itinerary will give some of you who are planning to make like schedules/reservations to form an informal “group” departure or arrival … making it a much more fun travel event. So, please, please, please … as soon as you have your itinerary, forward it to me so that I can post it and others can have the flexibility to form that “group” should they want to.
Here, first is the Travel Roster (has not changed since May). I hope to see the column “Going” increase and the remaining ones diminish. So, if your plans have changed, please let me know soonest. E-mail me at rmcdonal@sesi.com and put Saigon Reunion 2009 in the subject field. There is so much spam that I can’t keep up with e-mails if there are no subject fields or things that are not familiar to me. Thanks.

	Travel Roster
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Updated 09/24/2008
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Too
	 
	 
	 
	Polo
	 
	 

	Names
	Going!
	Planning
	Thinking
	Early
	Maybe
	Can't
	Total
	Shirts
	Hat
	Notes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Allen, Kathleen
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Arbuckle, Les
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon 

	Berven, Mary Lou
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Blackmore, Ruth
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Busa/Safrannek (Kandi/Tom)
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon - Confirmed

	Bush, Charlotte
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0
	0
	 
	 
	Been there/Done that

	Christensen, Paul
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon/Baguio

	Dunn, Mike & Yen
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Emery, Dick & Kathy
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	www.Gate1travel.com

	Johnson, Stephen
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Kotzebue, Dave
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Kent, Allen
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Saigon

	Kent, Christie
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 
	Saigon, Baguio PI

	Landgraf, Susan & Gabriella
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon

	McDonald, Roy
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Baguio PI, Saigon VN-Confirmed

	McIntyre, Cathie
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0
	0
	 
	 
	Teaching Conflicts

	Oakley-Melvin, Deborah
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Pei, Linda
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Porcher, Annie Herndon
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Porcher, Jacqueline B.
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Rogers, Sarah
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon - Confirmed

	Rubira, Claude (Arcache)
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	0
	0
	 
	 
	Can't - Date Conflicts

	Schutt, Rickard
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Shahpazian, Bobbie
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0
	0
	 
	 
	Can't - Date Conflicts

	Stann, Susie
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon, Dalat, Hue

	Stoddard, Frank
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Hanoi/Saigon - Confirmed

	Thomas, Bruce
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Turner, Richard
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Viroly, Michelle
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	Saigon

	Yeager, Ken
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Saigon From Germany

	Zucker, Arlene
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	Just got back - will go again

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	17
	13
	5
	2
	4
	0
	39
	3
	2
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



 The following is a list of travel related links that can help you in your travel planning:

	Travel & Accommodations
	Website/Links
	Used by

	 
	 
	 

	Air China
	http://cnomy.com/?dn=airchina.com&pid=1POEL38TR 
	Barbara Bush Parker

	Caravelle Hotel
	http://www.caravellehotel.com/default.aspx 
	List

	Cathay Pacific
	http://www.cathayusa.com/offers/aapinsider/home.asp
	Eddy Pay

	Eva Airlines
	http://www.evaair.com/html/b2c/english/
	Arlene Zucker Claiborne

	HCMC (Saigon Hotels)
	http://www.vietnamstay.com/hotel/saigon.htm?gclid=CKKupavh4pICFQksswodKAOAAA 
	List

	Gate 1 Travel Agency
	http://www.gate1travel.com/STW/STWProduct.aspx?SessID=858AC71F-6723-4ADD-B6AD-878961266021&productcode=VN-12DAFFVN&Theme=Gate1
	Ted & Kathy Emery

	Majestic Hotel
	http://www.majesticsaigon.com.vn/ 
	List

	Maps/Books
	http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ 
	Arlene Zucker Claiborne

	Northwest Airlines
	http://www.nwa.com/ 
	Christy Kent

	Rex Hotel
	http://www.vietnamstay.com/hotel/rex/ 
	List

	Thai Airlines
	http://thaiairlines.com/
	Barbara Bush Parker

	Travel Guide/Agency
	http://www.saigon-tourist.com/en/travel/travel.htm 
	Barbara Bush Parker

	United Airlines
	http://www.united.com/ 
	List

	Visa Requirements
	http://www.vietnamembassy.us/consular_services/visa_info/ 
	Arlene Zucker Claiborne

	 
	 
	 


The following is the Itinerary of confirmed travelers as of this Newsletter:

	
	 
	 
	 
	Itinerary 09/24/08
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dep.
	Dep.
	 
	Flight
	 
	Arr.
	Arr.
	 
	Flight
	 
	 
	 

	Date
	Time
	Airline
	No.
	Country/City
	Date
	Time
	Airline
	No.
	Country/City
	Hotel
	Notes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Frank & Charles
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Stoddard:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	23-Feb
	8:15A
	China Air
	17
	Honolulu (HNL)
	23-Feb
	1:00P
	China Air
	17
	Tokyo (NRT)
	TBD
	 

	23-Feb
	2:15P
	China Air
	17
	Tokyo (NRT)
	23-Feb
	5:20P
	China Air
	17
	Taipei (TPE)
	 
	 

	26-Feb
	8:25A
	China Air
	791
	Taipei (TPE)
	26-Feb
	10:35A
	China Air
	791
	Hanoi (HAN)
	 
	Will Cyclo to Saigon

	17-Mar
	11:05A
	China Air
	782
	Ho Chi Minh (SGN)
	17-Mar
	3:20A
	China Air
	782
	Taipei (TPE)
	 
	 

	17-Mar
	4:30P
	China Air
	106
	Taipei (TPE)
	17-Mar
	8:40P
	China Air
	106
	Tokyo (NRT)
	 
	 

	17-Mar
	7:05P
	China Air
	18
	Tokyo (NRT)
	17-Mar
	6:55A
	China Air
	18
	Honolulu (HNL)
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Roy McDonald:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1-Mar
	1:20P
	American
	297
	Orlando (MCO)
	1-Mar
	3:55P
	American
	297
	Los Angeles (LAX)
	TBD
	 

	1-Mar
	7:30P
	Philippine
	113
	Los Angeles (LAX)
	3-Mar
	2:25A
	Philippine
	113
	Guam (GUM)
	 
	 

	3-Mar
	3:15A
	Philippine
	113
	Guam (GUM)
	3-Mar
	4:50A
	Philippine
	113
	Manila (MNL)
	 
	Travel to Baguio - TBD

	9-Mar
	12:45P
	Philippine
	597
	Manila (MNL)
	9-Mar
	2:30P
	Philippine
	597
	Ho Chi Minh (SGN)
	 
	 

	18-Mar
	3:30P
	Philippine
	598
	Ho Chi Minh (SGN)
	18-Mar
	7:10P
	Philippine
	598
	Manila (MNL)
	 
	 

	18-Mar
	8:30P
	Philippine
	112
	Manila (MNL)
	18-Mar
	6:30P
	Philippine
	112
	Los Angeles (LAX)
	 
	 

	18-Mar
	10:15P
	Delta
	1472
	Los Angeles (LAX)
	19-Mar
	6:04A
	Delta
	1472
	Orlando (MCO)
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Dick & Kathy Emery
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Los Angeles (LAX)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ho Chi Minh (SGN)
	 
	Trips to Saigon, Hanoi,

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ho Chi Minh (SGN)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Hanoi (HAN)
	 
	Da Nang, Hue, Hoi An,

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Hanoi (HAN)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Los Angeles (LAX)
	 
	Halong Bay

	 
	 
	 
	 
	See Gate 1 Agency link in Travel & Accommodations
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Your Name Here:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



Please visit the website www.saigonkids.com and under the <Newsletter> tab click on <September_2008> you will find this and previous newsletters as we count down to March 2009!


If you would like to NOT receive this e-mail on a monthly basis until departure, please click on the following and send me your request to be off the list: rmcdonal@sesi.com 
Happy Trails!

Roy

